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so obviously possesses.   Inside those broad modern boule-
vards that seem a little out of place here in the south,
that are indeed in summer intolerable by reason of the
heat that the narrow old ways keep out so delightfully,
you find really a mediaeval city that has been surrounded
by the modern world,   There this city of balconies and
brightly dressed people is charming, delicate with the
passing mood of the  day, quiet  in  the  noon, a little
solemn still at evening, and so gay by night.   And it is,
of course, in the older parts of a city, that is so surely
transforming itself into a modern provincial town, that
all that  is   really worth seeing will   be   found;   the
cathedral, begun in 1262 and finished, as it is said, in 1452,
which is to-day so invisible from the outside, by reason of
the crowded houses that surround it, and within, since it
is overlaid everywhere with plaster work.   But even in
a place so spoiled of all its loveliness, a certain living
beauty and simplicity remains, if only in that 'tribunal
of the waters' that gathers in the gateway of the Apostles
every Thursday morning.   It is one of the few Moorish
customs that have continued to this day; and in itself,
curiously enough, one of the most democratic institutions
in a country socially the most democratic in the world,
whatever doubts we may permit ourselves of the political
system.   The whole irrigation of the Huerta,that garden
which surrounds Valencia, is in the hands of this guild,
an elected body of farmers and peasants who hold in
trust really the prosperity of the city, for against their
judgment there is no appeal.   It is without surprise that
one passes from so picturesque a government through the
narrow streets to the Plaza del Mercado, where the Lonja,
that casket of fifteenth-century Gothic work, is still used
as the exchange of the city.    It faces in all its delicate
splendour a church so atrocious in its barbaric baroque as
Los Santos Juanes, perhaps the most brutal building in